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Presidentõs Message 
What a true honor to serve as your 2009-2010 Junior League of 

Gaston County President.  Being your 51st President has truly 

been an experience that I will always treasure.  The women of 

this organization have such a strong passion and love for the Jun-

ior League of Gaston County.  It is inspiring. 

 

Our theme this year was ñCreating the Futureò.  We used the 

saying ñplanting the seedsò of community and friendship this 

year within the Junior League of Gaston County.  I truly feel that 

we have planted our seeds this year in many ways and know that 

those seeds will continue to grow. 

 

To begin this year the Junior League of Gaston County was awarded the Pearl Dixon Balthis Grant in memory of 

past President Lila ñSandyò Spilman Rankin.  This grant will be used to help with cost of training for Presidents 

for the next few years.  To recognize this grant the Board of Directors renamed the Presidentôs Award for Mrs. 

Rankin.  Some of our meetings this year were held at Martha Rivers Park, Holy Angels and Girl Scout Service 

Center.   One of my goals this year was to be more visible in the community more than ever and have our members 

visit some of our placements.  We started our Done in a Day projects this year to support our community and our 

placements with great success.  Members were given options to complete this project.  We introduced a new Fall 

Fundraiser call Fall Opt Out which again gave members options on how to complete.  After a two year absence we 

brought back our Whale of a Sale to great support from our members, sustainers and community.   These two fund-

raising events proved to be very successful for our league.    We continued with our Provisional Fundraiser and 

Cookbook Fundraising initiatives this year as well.  Budget was also at our forefront and more moves were made 

to cut our operating cost with again great success and support from our membership.  We will end this year with 

the 2010 North Carolina Childrenôs Lifetime Legacy Award bestowed on all the Junior League of North Carolina 

on June 18th.  This award is given on behalf of our work with children and youth in our state.  

 

What an amazing year that we have had to make a difference in the lives of so many people in our communityé

from our individual community placements,  to our Done in a Day and Done in a Meeting Projects to our Whale of 

a Sale and also starting our Kids in the Kitchen initiatives for the upcoming league year.  These are the seeds that I 

have talked about this past year.  The Junior League of Gaston County are planting seeds in our community and 

helping us ñCreate the Futureò!   The focus is already on serving our community and promoting our membership to 

the community.   

 

With the exciting year ahead of us, I ask you to remember that we are here to serve our community in many ways 

and to support our fellow league members in various ways.   What an amazing group of women we have in our 

league!  I thank each of you, for all of you continue to do to make our League a success.  It has been my honor and 

privilege to serve you and to work side by side with you as we continue to make a difference in our community and 

in the lives of so many people! 
 

Remember some of the words from Natasha Beddingfieldôs song ñUnwrittenò  
 

Live your life with arms wide open 

Today is where your book begins 

The rest is still unwritten 

I break tradition, sometimes my tries, are outside the lines 
 

Thank you Junior League of Gaston County members for your dedication and support!  You truly are an amazing 

group of women! 
 

With much appreciation, 

Susan Jones Jordan 

President of the Junior League of Gaston County 2009-2010 
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2009- 2010  Awards 

President of the Year Award 
The President of the Year award was started by Past President Rhonda McLean in 2002 to acknowledge the Presi-

dentôs appreciation to an outstanding member for always going above and beyond in her Placement.  This year the 

2009-2010 Board of Directors voted to rename the award the Lila ñSandyò Spilman Rankin.  The award this year 

goes to a member who became active in 2007.  This member has been instrumental in helping us work on our Kids 

in the Kitchen Iniative and working hard in recruiting members for Membership Development.  She is one of our 

biggest cheerleaders.  She has served her placements at Camp Sunshine, Spring Fundraising, Chaplain and most 

currently served this year as Membership Development Chair.   This member goes out of her way to make all feel 

welcome and takes time from her busy schedule of wife and  mother of 3 to help prepare Kids in the Kitchen 

snacks for Camp Sunshine as well as to coordinate our Run for the Money Booth as well as to prepare snacks and 

goodies for the booth.  The 2009-2010 President of the Year award and goes to Claire Wilson. 

 

Sustainer of the Year Award 
The sustainer of the year award was started by Heather Adcock in 

2009 in honor of our 50th anniversary.    This award is to acknowl-

edge a sustainer that has gone above and beyond to inspire, promote 

and support the JLGC. 

The award this year goes to a sustainer who became active in 1998.    

As an active she held many leadership and board positions for the 

league and decided to sustain in 2007.  Since she sustained she has 

been a very active sustainer attending most of our annual dinners 

and beginning of the year meetings.  She has been very active in 

helping our JL Book Club become a fun social time for our mem-

bers.  This year she did more than just attend and be a part of book 

clubéshe stepped in as our WOS co-chair and made it one of the 

best events we have had in a long time.  She is encouraging to all of 

our members and mentors us in so many ways.  She did not have to 

but she attended almost all of our GMM meetings this year and has supported me in many, many ways.  We served 

in the same provisional class and I am proud to announce the 2009-2010 Sustainer of the Year goes to Nancy 

Lemke. 
 

 

Betsy Matthews Garland Award 
This award, named in memory of our first President, seeks to recognize an 

active member of our League that shares the qualities that Mrs. Garland ex-

emplified. Namely, pride in the JLGC and is dedicated to all areas of the 

League; a vision for the League and sees her place in that vision;  Values 

teamwork, partnership and leadership and regularly demonstrates these val-

ues; goes ñabove and beyondò what is required or expected; is supportive of 

proposing and encouraging new members; and exhibits energetic ñcan doò 

attitude and accepts assignments with enthusiasm.  The 2009-2010 Sustainer 

of the Year goes to Joyce Starke.   

 

 

 



 

Lou Warren Fuller Spirit Award  
Since the beginning of our League, throughout her active years, and continu-

ing through her sustainer years, Mrs. Fuller was a constant ñcheerleaderò for 

our League. Each year we solicit nominations from membership for the Lou 

Warren Fuller Award to recognize an active member of our League that 

shares the qualities Mrs. Fuller continues to exemplify including: supporting  

all League endeavors in cheerful manner; a vital member of each committee 

she serves on or chairs, though is quite comfortable not being in the 

ñlimelightò; supportive of proposing and encouraging new members;  a posi-

tive example of what our League stands for in outside activities (church, 

community, etc.); a good ñteam playerò; and motivates others to be the best 

they can be. The 2009-2010 Sustainer of the Year goes to Susie Tippett.  

 

Provisional of the Year Award 
This yearôs Provisional of the Year goes to a new member who has gone above 

and 

beyond. This vibrant woman attended many meetings and social events getting 

to 

know the active as well as fellow prospective members of JLGC. When the 

provisional training began, she arrived early with a beaming smile on her face, 

eager to learn about the organization.  The 2009-2010 Provisional of the Year 

goes to Lisa Craig 
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Annual Banquet 
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New Members 

The Provisional Class of 2009-2010 had an amazing year!  They began their course in August with a retreat at 

Rodi.  During their course they learned about the Junior League of Gaston County and our placements.  As a result 

of their Flower Power bulb sale fundraiser they presented a check at Annual Dinner for $866.  Upon becoming 

Actives in January, each member served on the Whale of a Sale committee and served 15 placement hours.  They 

participated in Run for the Money and Habitat for Humanityôs Women Build.  Class members voted for Lisa Craig 

as their Provisional of the Year. The class included Emily Scarborough, Jenna McCarty, Christine Fresso and Lisa 

Craig.  Congratulations ladies!  The Junior League of Gaston County is lucky to have you as our newest members! 

 

Mary Catherine Grooms 

Provisional Trainer, 2009-2010 



 
www.allentate.com 

Ellen Maxwell  
Broker/Realtor 
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North Carolina Executive Exchange 

In early June, Mary Catherine Grooms and I attended NCEE, hosted by the JL of Fayetteville, NC. This year JLF 

decided to take a group approach and offer more in-depth Birkman training. Our facilitator was Wilson Wong; 

Birkman Consultant from Atlanta, GA. Wilson is AJLIôs consultant and presenter at Annual Conference. While we 

both attended a session during annual conference this 2-day training really made us look at our strengths, needs 

and our stress behaviors. 

 

Friday night as a group we discussed what the Birkman is and where our individual personalities fall on the 4 block 

color grid. Mary Catherine is a Blue and I am a Yellow. Next time you see either of us, ask us what our colors rep-

resent. Saturday, we held some down and dirty conversations about adversity, stress, conflict and conflict resolu-

tion. Sometimes we forget conflict is a natural stage of organizational growth. 

 

For me the most powerful statement from the weekend came in our final round table discussion. ñRemember, itôs 

NOT your job to control the other person(s) behavior; it IS your job to manage your own behavior.ò This statement 

holds true in our personal lives, professional lives and when volunteering in our community. 

 

We thank you for the opportunity to represent the JLGC by attending this leadership training. We look forward to 

implementing some of the knowledge we gained from this training in the upcoming year. 

 

Jaime Friday 

President Elect, 2009-2010 

 

Junior Assembly of  
Gastonia, NC  

 

DIRECTED BY 
 

 

Mrs. Robert Ernest Sumner, III  
and 

Mrs. David Leonard Maxwell  

 
 
 
 

 

The Great American Lager 

Standard Distributors, Inc. 
Budweiser · Bud Light · Michelob · Michelob Light 

Busch Ā Natural Light Ā OôDoulôs/Amber 

PO Box 68; 1801 Spencer Mountain Road 

Gastonia, NC 28053-0068 

Tel: 704-824-3566 · Fax: 704-824-8454 

 

 
704.829.1871 DIRECT 
704.868.2938  FAX 
800.841.8128 TOLL-FREE 
704.718.3974 MOBILE 

 

ellen.maxwell@atcmail.com 
 

605 S. New Hope Road Gastonia, NC 28054 

http://www.allentate.com/ellenmaxwell/DesktopDefault.aspx
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Located in the historic district of Gastonia, North Carolina, 245 West is a full service event facility.                       

All catering is from Rodi, an award winning restaurant located on-site. For more than fourteen years we have 

provided superior service for Gastonia, Charlotte, Kings Mountain, Cramerton, and surrounding areas.               

We've hosted a range of events including: wedding receptions, wedding ceremonies, anniversary parties,  

birthday parties, bar / bat mitzvahs, social gatherings, concerts, corporate events, sweet sixteen parties,               

family reunions, class reunions, quincineras, and many more! Please feel free to browse our website and           

contact Lynn Parton with any questions: (704) 864-7634 or lynn@rodiworld.com 

245 WEST GARRISON BLVD  

GASTONIA, NC 28052  
www.245WEST.com 

704-864-7634 

RODI  
med- american grill 

Lunch, Dinner and Other Necessities of Life... 

Located in the Gem of Ashley  
245 West Garrison Blvd. 

Gastonia, NC 28052 
704- 864- 7634 

www.rodiworld.com 
www.facebook.com/rodiworld 

Hours of Operation 
Lunch:  

Tuesday- Friday 11:30am- 2:30pm 
Dinner:  

Tuesday & Wednesday 4- 9pm 
Thursday 4- 9:30pm 

Friday & Saturday 4- 10pm 

Offering lunch, dinner, live 
music, private parties &     

special events space, bakery 
items, local artistry                

& good times                     
Casual attire welcome                   
Reservations accepted 


